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Underneath the Sycamore Jessica Nwankwo

My art piece is titled “Underneath the Sycamore” and depicts the
process of woman’s body becoming one with the earth, of transformation and
change, of growth. And her lover is sitting right next to her, holding her hand
and savoring those last moments before things are completely different. It is
supposed to be a representation of what the process of dying can look like,
particularly in moments when a person has approached the acceptance phase,
but their loved ones are scared of the thought of them not being around and
of them entering that great unknown. I drew some inspiration from a song
of the same name by a band called Death Cab for Cutie, including the feel-
ings of peace and healing underneath the sycamore tree with a loved one, in
a safe and secure space even with the struggles and uncertainties surrounding
them. Additionally, there is symbolism associated with sycamore trees, such
as strength, longevity, and beauty, which I wanted to depict in the art as the
woman becomes a tree herself and passes on, and her partner is able to rec-
ognize that something beautiful can grow and come out of this transitional

period between life, death, and the afterlife.
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